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§ KEsLER BuiLpmve*—219 Ohio Street. Built as a branch of the
SECOND STATE BANK OF INDIANA between 1834 and 1836, Terre
Haute's oldest commercial building has seen a variety of uses since 1867.
Before it became MEMORIAL HALL early in this century, this Greek Revival
structure with columns was the Palace of Music operated by Lorenz Kuss-
ner. The Kussner family lived on the second floor, According to legend,
Amalia Kussner—the world’s foremost miniature portrait painter—
sketctied street scenes from its second story window as a youth. At the turn
of the century, it was an antique shop. In 1910 it became headquarters for
the Grand Army of the Republic. In 1921-22, baker Jerry Fitzgerald spear-
headed financing of its renovation and rear expansion. Art glass portraits
of 17 noteworthy Terre Haute citizens are installed in the ceiling dome.
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