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Cartersville Development Characteristics Overview  
Cartersville, Georgia generally has a pro-development but “managed growth” stance—meaning the city 

is actively encouraging development and investment, but it is doing so through structured planning, 

infrastructure coordination, and zoning control rather than unchecked expansion. 

1. Strong support for growth (especially economic and commercial) 

Cartersville’s leadership has consistently positioned the city as a growth-friendly regional hub in 

Northwest Georgia.  

The city: 

• Actively manages planning, zoning, and land development to facilitate projects  

• Supports economic development and new business investment  

• Has seen significant increases in both residential and commercial permits, reflecting an active 

development pipeline  

In other words, development is not only allowed—it’s being actively processed and encouraged. 

 

2. Infrastructure-led development strategy 

A key theme in Cartersville’s approach is that growth must match infrastructure capacity. 

• The city is a full-service utility provider (water, electricity, gas, fiber)  

• Major capital planning (including water/sewer expansion and system upgrades) is tied directly to 

supporting new development  

This signals a “we will grow, but we will support it properly” philosophy rather than reactive expansion. 

 

3. Structured approval system (not developer-free-for-all) 

Development is heavily guided through formal systems: 

• Planning Commission review  

• City Council policy oversight  

• Zoning Board of Appeals  

• Historic Preservation and other advisory bodies  

So, while development is welcomed, it is filtered through multiple layers of review and compliance with 

long-range planning documents. 
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4. Long-range planning controls what gets built 

Cartersville relies heavily on: 

• Comprehensive plans  

• Future land use maps  

• Downtown master plans and character area plans  

These documents guide density, use type, and where growth should concentrate (industrial corridors, 

downtown redevelopment areas, suburban residential zones, etc.). 

This is important: developers generally succeed when their projects align with these plans. 

 

5. Industrial + logistics-friendly environment 

Regionally, Cartersville has leaned into: 

• Industrial development  

• Manufacturing and logistics growth  

• Large infrastructure-backed projects (especially utilities and land capacity expansion)  

This is part of a broader Northwest Georgia trend where cities compete for job-producing, tax-base-

expanding development. 

 

6. Overall “stance in one sentence” 

Cartersville is best described as: 

Pro-growth and development-friendly, but strongly guided by infrastructure capacity, zoning 

compliance, and long-range planning priorities. 

 

Practical takeaway (for real estate/development perspective) 

If you’re evaluating land or deals: 

• Projects aligned with existing zoning and future land-use maps move relatively smoothly  

• Rezoning is possible, but requires alignment with the city’s comprehensive plan  

• Industrial and commercial uses tied to job creation tend to receive strong support  

• The city is not typically “anti-development,” but it is not “anything goes” either  

 


