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COMMENTS 
 

Historic Property Name  Project Number 48466 

Property Address, City, State 400 N Howard St., Baltimore, MD 
 
 

These comments respond to the Historic Preservation Certification Application – 
                               ☒ Part 1    ☐ Part 2    ☐ Part 3    ☐ Amendment 
 
 
The National Park Service has reviewed the Historic Preservation Certification Application – Part 1 for the 
project cited above and has determined that the property contributes to the significance of the Market 
Center Historic District/Howard Street Commercial (Local) historic district.   
 
We caution you that the fragile condition of the structure will require special care during the rehabilitation.  
Although we have determined that this building currently is a "certified historic structure," a substantial loss 
of historic fabric could negatively affect the integrity of the building and, therefore, its "certified historic 
structure" status. 
 
Any proposed rehabilitation must preserve and reuse the existing fabric, including but not limited to the brick 
masonry facades, original window openings, chamfered corner first and second floor bays, second floor 
cornice, main façade upper story decorative masonry details, in order to preserve the historic integrity of the 
building.  If further exploration of the condition of the historic fabric indicates that extensive portions of the 
building, either interior or exterior, must be demolished, or dismantled and rebuilt, that information must be 
brought to our attention immediately.  If, in the course of rehabilitation any unforeseen or heretofore 
undocumented degree of deterioration should require extensive replacement of historic material, then the 
building may no longer qualify as a certified historic structure.  In this event, certification would be 
withdrawn, and the building would no longer be eligible for the tax incentives for the rehabilitation of 
certified historic structures. 
 
Obtaining "certified historic structure" status is the first step in qualifying for maximum tax benefits under 
Federal Laws.  These benefits apply only to structures that have either undergone or are about to undergo 
rehabilitation that can be certified in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for 
Rehabilitation. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the State Historic Preservation Office or me at liz_petrella@nps.gov 
 

 

The National Park Service has reviewed and approved the application noted above. 
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